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Cd precum prisosesc pdtimirile lui Hristos intru noi,
asa prisoseste prin Hristos si mdngdierea noastrd. (Il Cor. 1, 5)
I

tj /upa plecarea unui om din aceasta viatd, urmasii 1i masoara adesea per-
sonalitatea prin aprecierea lucrarii lui pe pamant, socotind avutia ce a lasat-o, in
bunuri materiale sau spirituale. Dupa 10 ani de la adormirea Parintelui Gheorghe
Calciu, traim revelatia descoperirii unei avutii, nu atat de scrieri teologice si martu-
risitoare, cat de dragoste si patimire pentru Dumnezeu si oameni, razbatand vie si

autentica de dincolo de hotarele vremelniciei.

,Daca toate vor pieri, si limbile si profetiile, cum spune Apostolul neamurilor,
sl dacd numai dragostea ramane - si stiu cd asa este - atunci dragostea dintre noi va
rimane neatinsa pe drumul acesta al meu care duce citre o asa-zisd moarte”, spunea
Pirintele de pe patul sau de suferinta de la Spitalul Militar.

Albumul de fatd, smerit raspuns al dragostei noastre pentru Parintele Gheor-
phe Calciu, care el ne-a iubit cel dintai, cuprinde o mica biografie in imagini, Insotita de
scurte cugetari duhovnicesti culese din bine-cunoscutele sale 7 Cuvinte cdtre tineri.
Rostite in Bucuresti in anul 1978, in plind dictatura comunista, aceste cuvinte sur-
prind pana astizi atat prin forta lor mdrturisitoare, cat mai ales prin puterea de a
transmite lumina si mangaiere omului contemporan.

Sunt cuvinte propovaduite de la cel mai inalt amvon si de la cea mai stralucita
catedra teologic, caci sunt grairi de pe cruce, viata Parintelui Gheorghe Calciu fiind o
autentica fild de sinaxar, cu nimic mai prejos de paginile ce s-au scris in primele
veacuri in actele martirice. Sunt cuvinte izvorate din iubirea lui Hristos cea elibe-
ratoare, vie si palpabild, cuvinte ndscute nu dintr-o iubire abstracta care-si cauta
obiectul, ci din iubirea care a gdsit pe Dumnezeu si pe aproapele in adancul propriei
inimi, dupa cum singur Parintele scria...

*

Parintele Gheorghe Calciu s-a nascut la 23 noiembrie 1925 In Mahmudia, un
mic sat din Delta Dundrii. A fost al unsprezecelea copil dintr-o familie de tarani mo-
desti si cu fricd de Dumnezeu. Cu duioasa recunostinta si fin umor, Parintele martu-
risea spre sfarsitul vietii cd de la mama sa a invatat mai multa teologie decat din
invitdmantul academic, mama facindu-i-se pilda vie pentru ceea ce inseamna ruga-
ciunea si puterea credintei.




Tineretea i s-a impletit cu istoria insdngeratd a Romaniei de dupa instaurarea
regimului comunist. In 1948, 1a 22 de ani, fiind student la Facultatea de Medicini din
Bucuresti, a fost arestat pentru vina de a fi gazduitla cimin un tandr legionar. Au urmat
16 ani de inchisoare, de-a lungul cirora a trecut prin experiente limita: reeducarea de
la Pitesti, celula de exterminare de la Jilava, reeducarea din Aiud. A ramas in amintirea
celor impreuna-patimitori cu dansul prin gestul sau - omeneste nebunesc si irational -
de a-si taia venele in celula pentru a-i da sa bea limfa unui detinut muribund, ca sa-i
prelungeascd viata. Nebuneasca dragoste evanghelicd, ce n-a sovdit sa-si puna sufletul
pentru prieteni...

Cercat precum aurul in topitoare, Gheorghe Calciu si-a inteles Inca din timpul
inchisorii chemarea de a-I inchina lui Dumnezeu intreaga sa viata. Dupa eliberare a
urmat Facultatea de Filologie si apoi pe cea de Teologie, devenind preot profesor la
Seminarul Teologic din Bucuresti. Dupa cativa ani de pilduitoare slujire inaintea lui
Dumnezeu si a oamenilor, in 1978 a rostit cele 7 Cuvinte catre tineri, ca gest de protest
fata de darAmarea Bisericii Enei din Bucuresti de catre autoritatile comuniste si ca
indemn adresat tinerilor sai elevi spre un zbor spiritual dincolo de gratiile ideologiei
materialiste.

A fost din nou arestat, smuls din mijlocul elevilor care il iubeau si despartit de
familia lui draga - sotia si un copil de 12 ani. Vreme de cinci ani a patimit iarasi in
beciurile Securitatii, la Spitalul de nebuni de la Jilava si in inchisoarea Aiud, dupa care,
in urma protestelor internationale, a fost eliberat, apoi caterisit si exilat in Statele
Unite. Acolo, trei Patriarhii i-au recunoscut preotia canonica si astfel a putut sluji ca
preot paroh al comunitatii roménesti din Washington DC. A propovaduit pana la
moarte, cu o cuceritoare daruire apostolica, dragostea lui Hristos, puterea pocaintei si
amileilui Dumnezeu.

Pe 21 noiembrie 2006, la varsta de 81 de ani - din care 21 petrecuti in inchi-
soare - s-a mutat din Biserica luptatoare in cea biruitoare, cu credinta ca cea mai mare
comoara a inimii sale a fost suferinta pentru Hristos si aproapele. De acolo ne face
auzit un glas care ne cheamd, un glas cu putere mult, fiindca nu este al unui mort, cial
unuiinviat...

Manastirea Diaconesti
7 octombrie 2016,
la pomenirea Sfintilor Mari Mucenici Serghie si Vah



C
‘iather George Calciu was bornon November 23, 1925

in Mahmudia, a small village in the Danube Delta. He was the
eleventh child in a pious and God-fearing family of humble
country people. With tender gratitude and fine humor,
Father George confessed to the end of his life that he learned

more theology from his mother than from his academic
education; the simple woman was the living example of what
prayer and the power of faith in Christ truly mean.

His youth was intertwined with the bloody history
Romania experienced after the establishment of the
communist regime. In 1948, at the age of twenty-two, while
he was a student at the Medical School in Bucharest, George
Calciu was arrested for the crime of hosting a young
legionnaire in the residence hall. Sixteen years of prison
followed, time during which he under-went extreme
experiences: the Pitesti ,re-education”, the extermination
cell of Jilava, the Aiud ,re-education”. He dwells in the
memory of his fellow sufferers for the gesture - humanly
insane and irrational - of cutting open his veins and offering
his lymph to extend the life of a dying inmate. Such “foolish”
evangelical love, which never allowed him to waver in laying
down hislife for his friends...

Tried and refined as gold is in a furnace, George
Calciu understood the call to dedicate his entire life to God
early on during his time in prison. Upon his release, he did
his studies at the Schools of Philology and Theology and
became a priest professor at the Theological Seminary in
Bucharest. After several years of exemplary service to God
and man, he delivered his Seven Words to the Young in 1978,
both as a protest against the demolition of the Enei Church in
Bucharest by the communist authorities and as an
exhortation to his young students for a spiritual flight
beyond the shackles of materialisticideology.

He was arrested once more, snatched from the midst
of the students who cherished him and separated from his
beloved family - his wife and his twelve-year-old child. For
five years he suffered again in the dungeons of the Securitate



(the communist Department of Security), the hospital for the insane of Jilava, and the Aiud prison. Due to the
international protests organized on his behalf, he was released, defrocked and exiled to the United States.
There, three patriarchates recognized his canonical priest-hood, and thus he was able to serve as a parish priest
in the Romanian community of Washington DC.

With a captivating apostolic dedication, he preached about Christ's love, the power of repentance, and
the mercy of God until the day he died. On November 21, 2006, at the age of eighty-one years -twenty-one of
which he had spent in prison - Father George left the Church Militant and joined the Church Triumphant, with
the belief that the greatest treasure of his heart was suffering for Christ and his neighbor. From up above, he
calls onto us with a voice so powerful, for it is not the voice of the dead but that of the resurrected...

The present album is a humble response of our love for Father George Calciu - who loved us first - and it
includes abriefbiography in pictures and short spiritual reflections gathered from his well-known Seven Words
to the Young. Uttered in Bucharest in 1978, in the midst of communist dictatorship, they surprise not only
through their strength for bearing witness, but especially through their power of conveying light and bringing

comfortto the contemporary man.
Diaconesti Monastery, October 7, 2016,
The commemoration of the Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus

[¢povtag T'ewpylog KaAtdiov yevwnBnke otig 23 NoguBpiov 1925, o éva pikpd xwptd otv AéAta
Tov AoGvapn. Hrav to evdékato maidi puiog otkoyévelag amidv Bg0@oBoupévwy XwPIK®OV.

Me otopyun evyvwpootvy kot Aemtd xtopop, o Mépovtag Medpytoc OUOAOYOVUOE TPOG TO TEAOG TNG
wiig Tov 6TL amd TV untépa Tov £pade TeplocdTepn Beoroyia amd ™V akadnuaikn moudela, emeldn aut
T yuvaikaitav yu' autdv dva {wvtavd mapddetypa TIPOGELVYNG KL TTOTEWG 0TOV XPLoTO.

H veomtd tov mAéxBnke pe v patwpévn wotopia e Pou uaviag petd tv eykadiSpuon Ttou
KOHOUVIOTIKOU KaBeotatog. To 1948, oe nAwia 22 ypovav, Gvtag @ourtntis ¢ latpkis ZyxoArg tou
Boukovpeotiov, cuidapBavetar kat guAakietal yi v evoxr ot PLAogEvnoe oTo oKoTPOoPEio Evav veapd
Aeyewvapuo. [lépace 16 xpoévia otV @UAAKY, KATE TV SLEPKELX TwV 0Tolwy Soxipaoe akpaiog poperg
EUTELLEG: 1) TPOUAKTIKT «avapdp@waon» oty @uAaki Mitéoty, To €§0A00pevuTIKO KEAAl 6TV ULAAKY ZIAGPa,
1 «avapdp@won» oty @UAaki] Aiovvt. Epewe 6t pvijun Twv dAAwV 6u uBacavifopévwy tou egartiog g
XEpovopiag mov ékave otV @UAaKT - TpeAT Kat TapdAoyn cOpE®Va pe TNV avBpdTvn TPooTTiKY - dTav
gxoe 0to keAAL TS PALBEG TOL Yl va Sdboet ot Evav dAdo KpaTovpEvo Tov eixe @upatiowon kot oy
ETOLHOOAVATO Va TLEL pia KapaBdva pe v Aépgo amd To aipa tov, gATidovTag 4Tl pe auTOV TOV TPOTO Bt
Tapateivel 0t katyia Alyo ™y on tov. Tpedy evayyeAwkr aydrm mov Sev SioTtaoce «tnv Yruxmv autod Bvat
UTIEP TV QiAWY autovr...! (Iw, 31, 4)




AoKIpaopévog ooy Tov xpuod oto kapivy, o Fewpylog KdAtiiov
Ka‘tdluﬁt AKOMUA GG TOV KALPO IOV 11TAV 0TIV PUARKTY] TO KAAETHX VA
ﬂ{mepmvu oAbkAnpn v Lwi tov otov Oed. Metd TV amopuAdkion
gnondaoe oty GLAoAoyikr ZXoAr Kal petd oty OgoAoyua ZxoAr Kat
EYIVE e TV TtpdvoLa Tov OeoD LepEag Kat KaGnyntng ™G lepatikng ZxoAng
1ou Boukovpeotiov. Metd amé pepucd xpovia tapadetypatikig Siakoviag
Py Tow 0ol Kat Twv avBphTwy, To 1978 egewvnoe Toug 7 Adyoug
Yitt toUG VEOUG, G StapapTupia v To ykpéuiopa e exkAnoiag Evea amo
10 Boukovp£oTL - KATOTILY EVTOANG TNG KOLOUVLOTIKTG KUBEPYIOMG - KAL WG
Wilnon mPog Toug LadNTEG TOU Vi Vo TTVEURATIKG TETAYUA TTEPA ATTO TAL
KAy KEAQ TNG VALOTIKNG LBeoAoY ag.

Amoomdtot amd TV péon Twv pabntov tou oL omoiot Tov
wyanovoav, xwplletal amd TV ayamnnuévn Tou olKoyEVELa - TNV oUlVYo
e fva mandl 12 xpovav - kot (pu)\aKiCsrocmdM AxoAovBoUv dAAa Tévte
papTuUpLKa xpévia ota UTOYELX TNG Accpoc?xsuxg, oto Yuxlatpikd
voookopelo g (pUAaKnc; ZAaBa kot uera oV YvwoT @uAakn AlovvT.
Ly ovvéxela, €€ autlog Twv TapaoTdoewy Kol SLaPapTUPLOV Ao TNV
Avor, amo@uAiakifeTal, Kaeoupenrou kat efopiletar oTig vauevaq
Iln)\m(ag ™mg Auspucng Exel Tpux Matplapxeioa avayvwpioav v
KOVOVLKY Lepooouvn TOU KoL £TOL UTIOPECE VA AELTOUPYTOEL WG EQPTIEPLOG
116 POUROVLIKNG Koworntag am6 to lovdowyktov AL,

Knipnée uaxpl otov BAvatd TOU HE OCOYNVEUTLKN omomroxucn
apoolwon, v aydmn tov Xpiotov, v 0vaun g usrcxvmaq KoL TO
{Arog tov Ogo0v. Ztig 21 Noegpfplov 2006, ot n?mcux 81 xpovwv - amnod ta
Onowe 21 mépace oNV @ULAAKY - , PETETEON QMO TNV CTPATEVOUEVY
BrkAnola omv BpapBedovoa ExxkAnoia éxovtag tnv miotm OTL 0
PEYOAVTEPOG Gncaupéq sivoun OAlYrm IOV VTTOPEPOUVHE YL TOV Xpmré Kol
tov mAnolov. Amo ekeil, and my OplapBevovca ExkAnoia, aKouus ™mv
PV Tov 1 omola pog kaAel petd peydng Suvdpews, SL6TLdev elvat @wvr
VEKPOU, CAAL VOO TTLEVOU...

To mapdv Asvkwpa amoTeel P puikpn @wToypagiky floypagia.
Ti¢ pwtoypagiss akoAovBoUv pikpd amoEOEYHATA ATOCTIACHEV ATIO
rovg 7 Adyoug ya toug véous. Autd ta Adyla ta omoix o 'épovrag
I'epyLog siscpmvncs oty HEOT TNG KOMOUVLOTLKNG Sucmroptag,
eknAooovy péxpLofuepa tooo yla Ty avépeia tng opoAoyiog 6o Katyla
tnyv SOvap] Toug va petaAapmadelovy QWG KAl TAPNYOpLd OTOV
auyxpovo dvBpwrto.

Iepd Movn} Atakovéott, 7 OktwBprov 2016
Eopt twv Ayiwv Meyodopaptipwy Zepyiov kot Bakyov




