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Cd precum prisosesc pdtimirile lui Hristos fntru noi,

h_ a;a prisose;te prin Hristos ;i mdngdierea noastrd. (ll Cor. 1, 5)

rl

I upi plecarea unui om din aceasti via!5, urmagii ii mlsoarl adesea per-
tonitlitatea prin aprecierea lucrlrii lui pe pemant, socotind avufia ce a lSsat-o, in
bunuri materiale sau spirituale. Dupd l-0 ani de la adormirea Pirintelui Gheorghe

Calciu, trlim revelafia descoperirii unei avufii, nu atf;t de scrieri teologice ;i mirtu-
rlsltoare, cAt de dragoste gi petimire pentru Dumnezeu gi oameni, rdzbdtAnd vie gi

etrtcnticd de dincolo de hotarele vremelniciei.
,,Dacdtoate vor pieri,;i limbile;i profeliile, cum spune Apostolul neamurilor,

ql tlaci numai dragostea rimAne - gi ;tiu cI aga este - atunci dragostea dintre noi va

rilrniine neatinsd pe drumul acesta al meu care duce citre o aqa-zisi moarte", spunea
l'llrintele de pe patul s5u de suferinld de la Spitalul Militar.

Albumul de fa!5, smerit rispuns al dragostei noastre pentru Pirintele Gheor-
ghc Calciu, care el ne-a iubit cel dintAi, cuprinde o mici biografie in imagini, insolita de
$('rrrte cugetiri duhovnice;ti culese din bine-cunoscutele sale 7 Cuvinte cdtre tineri.
l{rrstite in Bucure;ti in anul LgV8, in plinl dictaturi comunisti, aceste cuvinte sur-

llrind pAni astizi atAt prin forla lor mirturisitoare, cAt mai ales prin puterea de a
t nursmite lumini ;i mAngAiere omului contemporan.

Sunt cuvinte propoviduite de la cel mai inalt amvon gi de la cea mai striluciti
rirtcdri teologicS, cici sunt griiri de pe cruce, viala Pdrintelui Gheorghe Calciu fiind o

;rrrtenticd fili de sinaxat cu nimic mai prejos de paginile ce s-au scris in primele
vr.ilcuri in actele rnartirice. Sunt cuvinte izvorAte din iubirea lui Hristos cea elibe-
t'ittoare, vie ;i palpabili, cuvinte ndscute nu dintr-o iubire abstracti care-;i cauti
obiectul, ci din iubirea care a gisit pe Dumnezeu;i pe aproapele in adAncul propriei
Inirni, dupi curn singur Pirintele scria... 

*

Pirintele Gheorghe Calciu s-a ndscut la 23 noiembrie 1925 in Mahmudia, un
Irric sat din Delta Dunirii. A fost al unsprezecelea copil dintr-o familie de !firani mo-
tlcr;ti gi cu frici de Dumnezeu. Cu duioasi recuno;tin!5;i fin umor; Plrintele mSrtu-
risea spre sfAr;itul vielii ci de la mama sa a invigat mai multi teologie decfft din
invl-tfSmAntul academic, mama ficAndu-i-se pildl vie pentru ceea ce inseamnl rugd-
ciunea qi puterea credinfei.

t
, Yb



Tinerefea i s-a impletit cu istoria insAngeratd a RomAniei de dupt instaurarea
regimului comunist. in L948,\a22 de ani, fiind student la Facultatea de Medicinl din
Bucure;ti, a fost arestat pentru vina de a fi gizduit la cimin un tAn5r legionar. Au urmat
16 ani de inchisoare, de-a lungul clrora a trecut prin experienle limiti: reeducarea de
la Pitegti, celula de exterminare de la |ilava, reeducarea din Aiud. A rlmas in amintirea
celorimpreuni-pitimitori cu dAnsul prin gestul siu - omenegte nebunesc gi iralional -

de a-gi tiia venele in celulS pentru a-i da si bea limfd unui delinut muribund, ca s5-i
prelungeasciviafa. Nebuneasci dragoste evanghelicS, ce n-a gov5itsS-gi punl sufletul
pentru prieteni...

Cercat precum aurul in topitoare, Gheorghe Calciu ;i-a inleles incl din timpul
inchisorii chemarea de a-l inchina lui Durnnezeu intreaga sa viafi. DupS eliberare a

urmat Facultatea de Filologie gi apoi pe cea de Teologie, devenind preot profesor la
Seminarul Teologic din Bucuregti. Dupi cAliva ani de pilduitoare slujire inaintea lui
Dumnezeu ;i a oamenilon in 1978 arostit cele 7 Cuvinte cdtre tineri, ca gest de protest
fa!5 de dlrAmarea Bisericii Enei din Bucuregti de cltre autoritilile comuniste ;i ca

indemn adresat tinerilor sii elevi spre un zbor spiritual dincolo de gratiile ideologiei
materialiste.

A fost din nou arestat, smuls din mijlocul elevilor care il iubeau;i despirlit de

familia lui dragl - solia ;i un copil de 12 ani. Vreme de cinci ani a pitimit iar5;i in
beciurile Securit6fii, la Spitalul de nebuni de la filava gi in inchisoarea Aiud, dupd care,

in urma protestelor internafionale, a fost eliberat, apoi caterisit qi exilat in Statele
Unite. Acolo, trei Patriarhii i-au recunoscut preofia canonici gi astfel a putut sluji ca

preot paroh al comunitelii romene$ti din Washington DC. A propoviduit pAnI la
moarte, cu o cuceritoare dlruire apostolic5, dragostea lui Hristos, puterea poclinlei ;i
amileilui Dumnezeu.

Pe 2l noiembrie 2006,1a vArsta de 81 de ani - din care 2L petreculi in inchi-
soare - s-a mutat din Biserica luptitoare in cea biruitoare, cu credinla cI cea mai mare
comoarX a inimii sale a fost suferinla pentru Hristos ;i aproapele. De acolo ne face

auzit un glas care ne cheami, un glas cu putere mult5, fiindcl nu este al unui mort, ci al
unuiinviat...

Mdnistirea Diaconegti
7 octombrie 2476,

la pomenirea Sfinlilor Mari Mucenici Serghie gi Vah



'fttne. 
George Calciu was born on Novemb er 23,192$

in Mahmudia, a smallvillage in the Danube Delta. He was the
eleventh child in a pious and God-fearing family of humble
country people. With tender gratitude and finc humol
Father George confessed to the end of his life that he learned
more theology fror[ his mother than from his academic
education; the simplewomanwas theliving example of what
prayer and the power of faith in Christ truly mean.

His youth was intertwined with the bloody history
Romania experienced after the establishment of the
communist regime. ln 1948, at the age of twenty-two, while
he was a student at the Medical School in Bucharest, George
Calciu was arrested for the crime of hosting a young
legionnaire in the residence hall. Sixteen years of prison
followed, time during which he under-went extreme
experiences: the Pitesti,,re-education", the extermination
cell of |ilava, the Aiud ,,re-education". He dwells in the
memory of his fellow sufferers for the gesture - humanly
insane and irrational - of cutting open his veins and offering
his lymph to extend the life of a dying inmate. Such "foolish"
evangelical love, which never allowed him to waver in laying
down his life for his friends ,,.

Tried and refined as gold is in a furnace, George
Calciu understood the call to dedicate his entire life to God

early on during his time in prison. Upon his release, he did
his studies at the Schools of Philology and Theology and
became a priest professor at the Theological Seminary in
Bucharest. After several years of exemplary service to God
and man, he delivered his .Seven Words to the Young in 1978,
both as a protestagainstthe demolition ofthe Enei Church in
Bucharest by the communist authorities and as an
exhortation to his young students for a spiritual flight
beyond the shackles of materialistic ideology.

He was arrested once more, snatched from the midst
of the students who cherished him and separated from his
beloved family - his wife and his twelve-year-old child. For
five years he suffered again in the dungeons of the Secu ritate



[the communist Department of SecurityJ, the hospital for the insane of Jilava, and the Aiud prison. Due to the
international protests organized on his hehalf, he was released, defrocked and exiled to ihe United States.
There, three patriarchates recognized his canonical priest-hood, and thus he was able to serve as a parish priest
in the Romanian community of Washington DC.

With a captivating apostolic dedication, he preached about Christ's love, the power of repentance, and
the mercy of God until the day he died. On November 2'1,,2006, at the age of eighty-one years -iwenty-one of
which he had spent in prison - Father George left the Church Militant and loined the Church Triumphant, with
the belief that the greatest treasure of his heart was suffering for Christ and his neighbor. From up above, he
calls onto us with a voice so powerful, for it is not the voice of the dead but that ofthe resurrected ...

The present album is a humble response of our love for Father George Calciu - who loved us first - and it
includes a brief biography in pictures and ihort spiritual reflections gathere-d from his well-know n Seven Words
to the Young' Uttered in Bucharest in 1978, in the midst of communist dictatorship, they surprise not only
through their strength for bearing witness, but especially through their power of conveying light and bringing
comfort to the contemporaryman.

rhecommemoration,?ii:,ff i,:.H#.'jiy;*?fi "j#;;3;,1f;

'i-.il rdpovtag redrpytog Kdlt(tou yevvri04xe org23 NoepBpiou lgZS,oe dva prrcp6 xc^rpr6 otrlv Aritrta
tou Ao0vsBq.'Htavto ev6dra"ronsr6[ pLflS or.KoydveLagan].dlv 0eopoBoupdvolvlrrlprrcdrv.

Me otopytrcri &yvopoofvrl rcot ),ent61rorlpop, o f6povtag ri6pytog opo),oyorios.rTpoq to t6)"oq tqg
.(tltis tou 6'rt an6"rqv prltdpa tou ipaOe nsproo6tepq Oeo).oy[s an6 t4v arco64pa'i64 nar6eis, ene 16r{ au{ Aanfuiyqvalrcaritovyt'crut6v6va(rrlv,ov6rapdderypfl'npoorupiqrcatn[o"rerr-lgotovXpro.16.

"H ve6tqtd tou nLd1Or1xe pt rnv patrrlpdvrl to"roplo u1g Poupavtaq pretd tqv eyrca0i6puo4 tou
Kopouvtortxori rcs0eottiltog. To 1'948, o-a qLtrcta 22 ypovav, 6vtcrq rportqttjg trlg Iatpr6iq XXotrrrig tou
Bouroupeo't[ou, oul']'apBdvatcrt xat pu),orc[(etat yrfl rqv evoXrj 6tr rpfio{dv4o'r oro orKorpoerto iro, veap6
Lsyetovdpto. Ildpao'e 16 Xp6vta oTqv tpui.ctrcr], rcaTdTrlv 6r&prcrcr rtov onofuov 6onlpaoe arcpatag popq1is
epnetp(eg: Tl rpopcrKrLrcri <avatrr6pgooTl> otqv <pul.arci [Irr6o-tr,'ro e{o}.oOpeutrx6 rca],}"i otqv rpul.a KTIZ1\aBi,
q <avap6pqooTl) o"rqv qu)'arcri Aro$vt.'Epewe otqv pvripTl rr,lv dl.l,<rtv ouppaoavr(opdvotv tou s{arrtos rrls
xeLpovop[aS fiou 6rcqve otlv gutrarcr{ - tpelri rcat napd}.oyq or5pgolvfl [u u1v cv0prilfitvq Trpoon-rrrcr] - 6tqv
drcorle o'ro rcel'J,l trq <o]'6Beg tou yto vu 6tboer oe 6vav dtr].o rcpatof pevo nou etle rpupatlolorl rcar {tav
etotpo0dvcrro vo ftLtr ptfi rcapaBdva Fs 'rnv Lip<po qn6 to alpa tou, etrnl(ovtcrq 6rr pe aut6v .rov tp6no 0o
napatslveL 6ot<o xotyta ],tyo rqv (<or] tou. Tpelr( euayye],Lxrd aydn4 nou 6ev 6[o.raoe <tqv $up]v cru"rof 6{vaL
un6p to-lv gti,ov autoti>.,,1 [lor, 3 L, 4)
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Aor,.rlrrro1rt'vog o(rv rov xptroir rtto tcttlt(vt, o ltrllpyrog l(riit(rorr
xrrtriArrIr (n((')p(r rrrrri rov rctrtpr'r ttott ti rttv ortlv qruitxrtj rrl rtt,trtrrlttt vrt

rtrlrtrlrrlrvr t oiritcr\t11ll Ttlv (t,ttj rotr orttv Oeri. Meto TIIV orToqutrttr<rot1

orruirhtror (,nlv (l)tioioyrrol )-1otrrj rcuL pcta o'rr1v Oeo),oytKti XXtli.rl rcat

dyrvr pr r r1v rrpirvor(I rou Oe<16 te pius KotKoerlylrrisrnq IrpattrcriqXlo).ri9
I uu llolrtorrpt:o riou. Meta an6 preptrcaXp6v[oficpo6slYpsrrrcriq 6raxovlaq
rrrrirrn(r)V ror) 0)t:o0 rcutrt,lv ov0p6fiG)v,To L97Be\tqcilvrloerouq 7 A6youg
yru r or'! vl ouq, r,ls 6rctpctp'rup[a yta'ro YKpdploticl Tqq sKxlqolsq'Evea nn6
IollorrNotrlrd'o'rt-rcsT6ntvevtolr(qtr1qKopouvtortKqqrcupdpvlciqq-Kftl"tt:q
rirlIr1rrrl n[)()s'rcugpo04'r6qtouytotivflfivtupryrlKdndtaypandpaan6"ra
rriyr.r Arr rrlg ufuortrcrjg t6eol.oylaq.

Arroonutqt an6 tqv pdoq rt,rv pra0r'l,cirv tou ot ofiolol Tov
uyrr rroirorrv, 1r^lp[(eT at cxn6 Tqv flyflTtT-lpdvq tou otxoYdvslcx. * Tqv o'd(uyo
h rrr / r,rr rr rr16[ 12 Xpovrilv * Kflr qui.orcl(e'rat nd],u Arco]"ou0ouv dll.a ndvte
lrrrlrrtrprrc/r Xp6v[o oro ufi6yclfi Tqq Aoipal"e[ag, oro r]ulrntptrc6
vrrrrorcolu:[o rrls <pu],axriq Ztha$aKfrt ptrd, o'TTlv yvCIotr] rpulctrc1 A[orivt.
)lr rpr orrvflera, e( olr(flq roJV nfipflor&o'ct,lv Kot 6lflpfip"ruplfiv (rnd Tqv
Ar'rrrr1, trno<pul.arcl(*at, rca0atpulrftt Kc[l e{opl(etcrt o"TLq Hvrrltrrriveg

llulrrr'Ir:q trlg Apeptrrig. Erce[ tpia IIaTprapXelu avayvr,:plo"av tqv
Irrr\r0vilfli repororSvq rou Kftr 6tot pn6pe0€ vcr i.ertoupyrjott (l)q erpqprdpLog

r rl(. l'()r)[lGVtxr(g xow6T qtag an6 T o foudoLvyrrov AX,
l(ripq(e p6xpr otov Odvstd tou pe o'crYTlvcuttxri cnoa'T ol'm{

ir,ll()ok^lor1, trlv ay&nq rou Xptc'Tof, rqv 6rivapq rqq parflvolag rccrt"ro
ilr rrq rou Oeoil. Xrrg 21" Noeppplou 20A6, CIt qtrtKicr 81" Xpovcilv - and ta
r',lror(('21 ll.ipaoe CIrqv qu)"axr] -, pr"ra"rdOq und Tqv CI"rpflTru6pevr1

l,ir.xlrlo(u ornv 0pLcp$e$ouoa Exxtrrlcr(a rilovtcrq rIV n[o"tr1 6TL o
1u yrrAr'r"repog 04oaup6g elvarq Ol,ir,fq nou unoqripoup.flYLfttov XpLo't6 rcat

r,r, rrirlolov. An6 exe[, crn6 qv CIprapBnioucra Exx],qotc, axclilprl ulv
rl,r rrvrj rou 4 onoto poq rca).el pet& pey&lqq 6uv&trreo:q, 616'rt 6Ev eivat rpcovri

vr trl )( )0, u.l.].d svqoq pdvou...
'lb nop6v }.eilra:pia anote].el ptcr plrcpt QorroYpftqucri pLoyparp[ct"

' l'r r, rpr,lroypa<p ieq sro),ou0oriv prxpd unorp0dypfiTs flfi oo'lTao"pdva amd

rorrq 7 A6youg yro rouq vdouq" Autd ra ).6yLa rc onoia o fdpov, ag
l'rrirpytoq e{egtilvqo't ornv pdo,r1 rqq rcopouvrotLx{g 6trcrnrop(ug,
r rr n iriooouv pdXpr orjpepa 16oo ytftrIV av6pe(a tqq opotroylag 6cro Kfitytfi
nl\, 6(rvapr] rouq vq petal,apna6eilor"rv qr,lq rcar nnpqyopt& trxov
r t u yX[ )ovo crvO po-rno.
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